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SCHOOL FEEDING PROGRAMME

The third term witnessed the smooth rolling out of phala project as phala could come in good
time and prepared in good time for learners to eat before attending classes. The community is
very thankful for the project as this initiative has addressed hunger and malnutrition among
school going children. The provision of likuni phala project has reduced dropout rates, improved
academic performance and increased attendance rates. We humbly request Mlango and its
partners not to stop this life-saving project as they have managed to bring hope and smiles in
learners faces.

SCHOOL GARDEN ACTIVITIES

Mwangothaya school in Malawi has embarked on an ambitious agricultural initiative, aiming to
educate students about the importance of farming and sustainability while promoting healthy
eating habits. The project, sponsored by MLANGO, focuses on cultivating local leafy such as
mustard, bonongwe, tomatoes pumpkin leaves locally known as nkhwani, sweet potato leaves
popularly known as kholowa, Chinese cabbage and fruits such as bananas, guavas, masau,
mangoes and paw paws. The production of these vegetables is done in both school garden and
the keyhole garden. It is worth noting that these agricultural activities not only provide students
with hands-on experience in gardening and crop management but also lay a strong platform
where agricultural experiments are carried out. It must be noted that in all our vegetables we do
not use chemicals be it fertilizers or pests but we follow mentorship offered by Sibylle. This first
term we have again planted nkhwani, Chinese cabbage and mustard in the main garden and we
have planted Chinese and mustard in the keyhole garden.

MANURE MAKING

This year Mwangothaya school has put much focus on animal manure which were brought by
learners. Apart from the compost manure we have been making, we thought it wise that we
heavily use animal manure as they have a valuable resource for vegetable gardens, offering
numerous benefits for soil health and plant growth. The benefits of animal manure include; rich
in essential nutrients such as nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium which form the excellent
natural fertilizer for plant growth hence increases crop yields and better fruit quality, improves
soil structure as organic matter enhances soils water-holding capacity, aeration and overall
structure, animal manure are also environmental friendly and cost-effective. Examples of animal
manure used in our garden include chicken manure, cow and goat manure. When using manure,
we ensured that compost or age for about three months in order to kill pathogens and weed seeds.

LIVE FENCING

The live fence is doing great and we are optimistic that an era characterized by frequent
demolishing and re-constructing of garden fences will soon be over as it is not only tiresome but




also environmentally unfriendly. The live fencing project is surely taking its shape as nsungwi is
growing well and in the coming two years we would have the garden fully covered.

INFRASTRUCTURAL DEVELOPMENT

The third term witnessed different infrastructural developments at Mwangothaya. We are very
grateful for the official handover of the beautiful kitchen constructed at our school. We also
extend our sincere gratitude for the maintenance works on the classroom and the borehole.
Mwangothaya is now an institution where one can admire because of the support that is being
given by the Mlango and its partners. We are also happy that learners from class 5 up to class 8
have good desks and they no longer sit on the floor. We humbly request if possible to consider
desks for the remaining classes such as classes 1 up to 4 so that they enjoy equal privileges as
their friends in the upper classes. We promise to take a very good care of these resources.

SANITATION

Mwangothaya is very grateful to Mlango and Moyo partners for the timely support rendered in
ensuring that sanitation is paramount at the institution. We are very grateful for the construction
of toilets and rehabilitation of a school borehole. These two key facilities play a major role in
ensuring that the learners are living in a clean environment.

SPORTS

Sports is yet another very important department in as far as child development is concerned.
Learners cannot always be in class, they need to relax and refresh their brains and bodies. This
helps them to be always alert in their studies. The third term at Mwangothaya witnessed different
sporting activities such as netball, football, chess and draft. The varied extracurricular activities
helped learners of different interests to be embarked into their dream sporting activities. We are
very grateful to Mlango and its partners for the provision of football jerseys and balls. We
humbly request you to assist us with other equipment that can allow our learners to play chess
and draft just to supplement the existing games.

CHALLENGES
Despite all the successes registered in the third term, we are facing these challenges
1.lack of holes for the garden activities

2.we are no longer accessing pipe water as our tap is damaged. This has made the garden
activities as well as cooking of porridge to be difficult as the only reliable source of water is the
borehole which is always overcrowded.

3.lack of solar energy which can be used to charging gadgets as well as lighting. This is very
important as the world is becoming digital. Without a reliable source of energy, it means
communication is denied completely as laptops and phones cannot work.

4.Lack of training especially Agriculture teachers. Agriculture teachers in all Mlango schools
need to share experiences so that they share knowledge which is in line with Mlango vision. On




top of that knowledge is not static, we must have trainings so as to address current problems
facing the agriculture sector.
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